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Synopsis

Soil and weather conditions during construction of highways are often conducive to extensive dust formation. Dust may become
a serious hazard to traffic and to residential areas if in the immediate vicinity of the job. It also presents a definite health hazard to
working men.

The necessity of dust control has long been recognized. The most common medium for dust control has been, and in most
instances continues to be the use of water applied as often as necessary to "lay the dust".

To achieve a reduction in the cost of frequent water sprinkling, hygroscopic salts have been used in areas of relatively high
humidity and diluted mixing type asphaltic emulsion has been tried by a number of states. Recently a number of new products have
made their appearance on the market.

On many of our California highway construction jobs the new project parallels the present travelway or borders residential areas
where the presence of dust in the air becomes a serious problem. In order to study the performance and possible economic
advantages of various dust binders, a number of test sections were placed in the median strip on a recent highway project. The
following dust binders were used: water, diluted asphaltic mixing emulsion, a lignin product and an asphaltic resin product. Water
proved to be the most expensive and for the most part the least effect method of combating the dust.
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