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WHY?

The Safe, Accountable, Flexible, and Efficient Transportation Equity Act:  A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), Public Law 109-59, enacted August 10, 2005, is the principal Federal legislation which mandates FHWA thru the States to provide FHWA 536, Local Highway Finance Report which summarizes highway funding by local governments.  Local governments include counties, townships, municipalities, special districts, and other general purpose authorities that are under the jurisdiction of local governments.  

WHAT?

FHWA-536, Local Highway Finance report provides for the reporting of four basic areas of local highway finance:

1.  Disposition of highway-user revenues;
2. Revenues used for roads and streets, identified by source and type of funds;
3. Road and street expenditures identified by purpose or activity; and
4. Local highway debt status.

Information reported on form FHWA-536 permits the FHWA to develop a series of national tables depicting the financing of highway activities at the local level.  These and the more comprehensive State highway finance information permit FHWA to infer relationships and changes in revenue, expenditure and investment patterns and determine financial trends which are essential in policy and program development.

The highway finance summaries in combination with the Highway Performance Monitoring System (HPMS) data permit FHWA to estimate highway needs and to develop the appropriate future Federal responsibility in highway transportation.  

WHO?

The information developed in the national tables is used by public and private sector policy staff, including all levels of government, business firms, research groups, trade associations, universities, and other interested groups and individuals.
