To:

From:

Subject:

Memorandum

CHAIR AND COMMISSIONERS cTc Meeting:  October 8, 2013

Reference No.:  2.2D
Action

ANDRE BOUTROS
Executive Director

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT/ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
(DEIR/EIS) FOR THE STATE ROUTE 58 (SR-58) KRAMER JUNCTION EXPRESSWAY
PROJECT

ISSUE:

Should the Commission, as a Responsible Agency, provide comments in response to the DEIR/EIS for
the SR-58 Kramer Junction Expressway Project in Kern County?

RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends that the Commission make no comments relative to the alternatives or environmental
impacts addressed in the DEIR/EIS. However, staff recommends that a letter be sent to the Department
that states the following:

— The Commission has no comments with respect to the alternatives or environmental impacts
addressed in the DEIR/EIS.

— The Commission recommends that the Department and its partners identify and secure the
necessary funding to complete the project.

— If funds or other actions under the purview of the Commission are anticipated, upon completion
of the final environmental document, notification should be provided to the Commission as a
Responsible Agency.

BACKGROUND:

The Department is the designated CEQA/NEPA Lead Agency responsible for the environmental
review of the project. For project summary information, please see the Department’s memorandum
included as agenda item 2.2b (1).
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Action Item
STEVEN KECK Prepared by:  Katrina Pierce
Acting Chief Financial Officer Division Chief

Environmental Analysis

COMMENTS ON DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

RECOMMENDATION:

The California Department of Transportation (Department) recommends that the California
Transportation Commission (Commission) review and comment at the October 2013 Commission
meeting on the following Draft Environmental Impact Report:

ISSUE:

06-Ker-58, PM R143.5/R143.9, 08-SBd-58, PM 0.0/12.9

This project in San Bernardino County will widen a portion of State Route 58 (SR 58) from
two lanes to four lanes, as well as construct a SR 58/United States Route 395 (US 395)
Interchange and an overhead structure at Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway near the
town of Boron. The project is programmed in the 2012 State Transportation Improvement
Program. The total estimated cost is $199,509,000 for capital and support. Construction is
estimated to begin in Fiscal Year 2017-18. The scope, as described for the preferred
alternative, is consistent with the project scope programmed by the Commission in the 2012
State Transportation Improvement Program.

Alternatives considered for the proposed project include:

e No Build Alternative.

e Alternative 1 - This alternative would construct a four-lane divided expressway with
partial control of access, an interchange at the SR 58/US 395 junction and a railroad

grade separation approximately 2.5 miles east of Kramer Junction.

e Alternative 1A - This alternative is the same as Alternative 1 with the exception of a
different interchange geometry at the SR 58/US 395 junction .

“Caltrans improves mobility across California”
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e Alternative 2 - This alternative would construct a four-lane divided expressway with
partial control of access, an interchange at the SR 58/US 395 junction and a railroad
grade separation approximately 3.9 miles west of Kramer Junction.

e Alternative 3 - This alternative would construct a four-lane divided expressway with
partial control of access, an interchange at the SR 58/US 395 junction and a railroad
grade separation approximately 2.6 miles west of Kramer Junction.

The decision to prepare an Environmental Impact Report was made due to analysis results
indicating unavoidable significant environmental impacts. Impacts include:

Land Use

Consistency with Local Plans
Community Impacts
Traffic and Transportation
Visual/Aesthetics

Cultural Resources
Hazardous Waste
Paleontology

Noise and Vibration

Air Quality

Biological

Cumulative Impacts

Measures to be incorporated to minimize impacts of the project are included in the attached table of
potential impacts and proposed mitigation measures.

Attachments

“Caltrans improves mobility across California”
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	Tab xx (2.2b)
	CTC Meeting: October 8, 2013  
	Reference No.: 2.2b
	ISSUE:
	Should the Commission, as a Responsible Agency, provide comments in response to the DEIR/EIS for the SR-58 Kramer Junction Expressway Project in Kern County?
	RECOMMENDATION:

	The Commission has no comments with respect to the alternatives or environmental impacts addressed in the DEIR/EIS.
	The Commission recommends that the Department and its partners identify and secure the necessary funding to complete the project.
	If funds or other actions under the purview of the Commission are anticipated, upon completion of the final environmental document, notification should be provided to the Commission as a Responsible Agency.
	BACKGROUND:

	The Department is the designated CEQA/NEPA Lead Agency responsible for the environmental review of the project.  For project summary information, please see the Department’s memorandum included as agenda item 2.2b (1).
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