Active Transportation and Livable Communities (ATLC)

Advisory Group Meeting

Thursday, May 21, 2009 -- 1:30 - 3:30 PM

California Department of Transportation, Headquarters

Director’s Board Room 2116 - 1120 N Street, Sacramento, CA

Meeting Summary Draft Notes
1. Welcome and Introductions
Chris Ratekin, Caltrans Transportation Planning, opened the meeting and requested introductions from the members present and those on the telephone.

	ATTENDANCE

	External Agencies Present

	Wendy Alfsen, California Walks

	Bob Planthold, California Pedestrian Advisory Committee

	K. C. Butler, California Bicycle Coalition

	Lisa Cirill, Department of Public Health

	Jacquolyn Duerr, Department of Public Health 

	Jeffrey Rosenhall, Department of Public Health

	Laura Cohen, Rails-to-Trails Conservancy – Western Region

	Judy Corbett, Local Government Commission

	Anne Geraghty, WALK Sacramento

	Chris Morfas, Sacramento Metro Air Quality Management District

	Larry Rillera, California Energy Commission

	Jacob Orenberg, California Energy Commission

	Sabrina Means, California Transit Association

	Nicole Hara, Center for Civic Partnership

	Caltrans

	Kome Ajise, Acting Deputy Director, Planning and Modal Programs

	Joan Sollenberger, Division Chief, Transportation Planning

	Sharon Scherzinger, Division Chief, Mass Transportation

	Steve Takigara, Division Chief, Maintenance

	Keith Robinson, Acting Chief, Design

	Chris Ratekin, Transportation Planning

	Terri Bridges, Transportation Planning

	Kevin Herritt, Design

	Scott Sauer, Mass Transportation

	Marsha Mason, Transportation Planning

	Terry Barrie, Aeronautics

	MaryBeth Herritt, Design

	Dennis Agar, Design

	Kevin Pokrajac, Local Assistance

	Stuart Mori, State Planning (via telephone)

	Rex Jackman, District 1 (via telephone)


2. Opening Comments
Joan Sollenberger, Division Chief, Transportation Planning, reported that DD64 implementation is the main issue for both climate change and the Strategic Growth Council.  Joan hopes to have the draft climate change ready by July 10, 2009.

Joan met with the State Department of Education to discuss school citing issues and the forward movement of Regional Blueprint Planning.  She thanked Lisa Cirill, Department of Public Health (DPH), for briefing her on their safety, bike, and pedestrian (bike/ped) aspects.
Joan reported that we have a good policy effort, but that the big budget challenges are making us re-look at how we are doing business.

3. Acknowledgements
Jacquolyn Duerr, Department of Public Health (DPH), announced that the Healthy Transportation Network Agreement was signed last week.  It took the concerted effort of four bureaucracies working on this agreement since 2006 to get it done.  The economy is dialing down on goods movement while the bike/ped movement is dialing up.  Jacquolyn individually acknowledged all of the people involved in making this agreement a success.  Jacquolyn presented a plaque to Joan Sollenberger, Division Chief, Transportation Planning, expressing appreciation for her contribution.  Unfortunately, many of the awardees were not in attendance at the meeting to receive their plaques.
Judy Corbett, Local Government Commission (LGC), expressed her appreciation for Caltrans’ assistance with the Safe Routes to School Agreement.

A large fruit basket, compliments of the LGC and the HCD, was shared with the members present.

4. Recovery Act Projects – SHOPP and Transportation Enhancements (TE)

Kome reviewed the prioritization of monies under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (the ‘‘Recovery Act’’).  The Recovery Act appropriated $1.5 billion of discretionary grant funds to be awarded by the Department of Transportation (the ‘‘Department’’) for capital investments in surface transportation infrastructure.  The Department is referring to these grants as ‘‘Grants for Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery’’ or ‘‘TIGER.  Kome said by having a cohesive state package, it increases the chance of funding.  On Monday, May 18, the guidelines and selection criteria for the $1.5 billion TIGER discretionary grants program were published.  The guidelines are expected to come out on May 28, 2009.
The following handout was distributed:  $1.5 Billion TIGER Discretionary Grants Program Outline of Solicitation and Selection Criteria.
Action Item:

· The group asked that Tom Neumann provide the ATLC members with an update after the May 28, 2009 guidelines come out.
Kome said the $1 million set aside for the State’s Transportation Enhancement (TE) element is 100% committed, but that the regions may still have funds available.  Kome said he could not disclose the State’s TE project list until it is acted upon at the California Transportation Commission’s (CTC) June 10-11 meeting.
CTC meeting results are posted:  http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/transprog/ctcliaison.htm)
Chris Morfas, Sacramento Metro Air Quality Management District, commented that the CTC Commissioner Carl Guardino encouraged bringing forward projects that could qualify as Complete Streets projects.  Chris reported that every project is being looked at on how they meet the Complete Streets DD64 program.  The districts are being held accountable and put on notice that they must meet the Complete Streets requirements.  Kome agreed stating this vision requires a systems approach, adding if a project doesn’t include Complete Streets, they now need to answer why.  Kome informed that he had a meeting conflict and would not be able to stay for the entire meeting.
Action Item:

· Anne Geraghty said that the Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP) should include improving street crossings and requested that Caltrans add crosswalks to the latest standards as part of the pavement rehab.  Kome said he would look into this and get back to Anne.
5. DD-64-R1 Complete Streets Implementation Plan
Kome Ajise, Acting Deputy Director, Planning and Modal Programs, reported that the Complete Streets Program is building momentum.  Kome introduced Marsha Mason who was recently hired in the Office of Community Planning (OCP) to implement the Complete Streets program.
Marsha Mason, OCP, reviewed how she plans to implement the Complete Streets program.  Marsha will be researching policy accountability in the Strategic Plan, the Operational Plan, and the Director’s performance contracts.  Her goal is to have the implementation plan completed by June 2009.  At the Headquarters level, she plans to ensure all manuals and toolboxes are up-to-date and also develop an internet nondisposable training.
K. C. Butler, California Bicycle Coalition, asked Marsha to make the Office of Planning and Research (OPR) a very high priority.

Anne Geraghty, WALK Sacramento, said she was impressed at how quickly Caltrans has included Complete Streets language in the SHSP.
Laura Cohen, Rails-to-Trails Conservancy, said she is glad Marsha is at the helm and wished her luck with a very challenging time frame.  Laura suggested that Marsha work with Ken McGuire to make sure they broaden their focus to include the bike/ped and disabled and not to have just a narrow focus on streets.
Chris Morfas, Sacramento Metro Air Quality Management District, is closely watching Congresswoman Doris Matsui’s Complete Streets legislation that is on the verge of being introduced in the House and Senate.  Chris wants to make sure the Complete Streets language is added to the new Clean-TEA (Clean, Low-Emission, Affordable, New Transportation) legislation.  This new Clean-TEA legislation would set aside 10% of a carbon tax to help communities reduce the carbon-footprint, which can be offset by cycling and walking.  Clean-TEA would be an amendment to the climate change bill.  Chris said it’s very encouraging that the AARP is lobbying for this legislation.  More will be known in a couple of weeks.
Brochures were provided at the meeting for the Complete Streets workshop that is being presented by the LGC and sponsored by the Sacramento Metropolitan Air Quality Management District.  Registration information can also be found online at: 

· http://www.lgc.org/events/completestreets09.html

Future Agenda Item:
· Marsha Mason and Judy Corbett, LGC, will present an update at the August 20, 2009 ATLC meeting.
6. Updates
· 6 (a) Highway Design Manual Revision Team
Kevin Herritt, Design, stated work continues on the Highway Design Manual review process.  Efforts are being made to make the manual more understandable and complete.  Beth Thomas, District 4, is the Chairperson for the review team, which met for the first time in April.  Their goal is to complete the review and have their comments to Terry Abbott by June 30, 2009, after which time any action items that are developed would be implemented.
Wendy Alfsen, California Walks, thanked Kevin and the review team for being so responsive and for including the complete streets language in their latest revision.  Wendy offered Kevin any assistance, if needed.
Anne Geraghty, WALK Sacramento, expressed her safety concerns over the vehicle speeds being too fast for greenhouse gasses and bike/ped groups.  She suggested if the speeds were reduced even 5 mph to 60 mph, this would be a huge reduction in greenhouse gasses and much safer for the bike/ped groups.  Anne asked Caltrans to do something about this critical issue.  Joan Sollenberger informed that Caltrans plans to look at the speed issue at the Smart Mobility Framework Workshop on June 16.
· 6 (b) Project Initiation Documents – Decision Documentation – Complete Streets 

Joan Sollenberger, Division Chief, Transportation Planning, reported there are issues with the PID section of the Project Development Manual.  Joan will be working with Design on the necessary changes.

MaryBeth Herritt, Design, said she looks forward to working with Marsha on the PID document.  The planning scoping checklist can be found on line, which covers system, regional, and pedestrian language.  PIDS are scoping documents and project reports are decision documents.  The purpose and need and the description of projects are very important in designing the project scope.  MaryBeth will be working with Curt Davis, Caltrans Chief, Project/Plan Coordination, on the projects’ purpose and need, adding that all projects need to include context sensitive solutions.  The Project Development Procedures Manual (PDPM) is scheduled to be implemented next year.

Action Item:

· Anne Geraghty, WALK Sacramento, reviewed the corridor plans and expressed her concerns that the bike/ped groups were excluded in the plans.  Due to time constraints, Joan said she would address Anne’s concerns offline.

· 6 (c) Smart Mobility Framework
Chris Ratekin, Transportation Planning, distributed information on the Smart Mobility Framework Workshop, which is scheduled for June 16, 2009, at the Sacramento Convention Center from 8:30 am to 5:00 pm.  There will be two tracks in the afternoon, which will provide opportunities for input and one track to learn about Smart Mobility principals.  Chris asked the members to review the material and provide any advice on improving the engagement process.  
7. Americans with Disabilities Act  (ADA) – What’s going on at Caltrans?
Civil Rights will be the lead on ADA.  Caltrans has hired Jerry Champa as the consultant and acting ADA Transition Plan Project Manager.  A permanent project manager will be appointed soon.  They are performing surveys to collect data on the master issues that be reported in the transition plan.  Regular weekly meetings are being held by Civil Rights and their liaisons to discuss ADA issues.  Joan Sollenberger added that the only projects being funded are ADA SHOPP projects.  Caltrans’ Traffic Operations Division is also dealing with ADA program issues.
Bob Planthold, California Pedestrian Advisory Committee, asked Kevin Herritt to provide more training to the locals, because they have only been installing one ramp instead of two, which is required.  Joan said that pedestrian access is an extremely important ADA requirement.  Jacquolyn Duerr, DPH, noted that both the aging population and health issues are impeding mobility.

8. Division of Mass Transportation (DMT) Report – Sharon Scherzinger

Sharon Scherzinger, DMT Division Chief, reported that they are currently working on the State’s Strategic Plan.  Sharon introduced, Scott Sauer, who has been working with Kevin Herritt on the design manual and with the OPR on CEQA.  Sharon invited the ATLC members to provide their input.
Sharon reported that the levels of transit ridership are at their highest, but unfortunately there are severe operating funding cuts until 2013.  There are no current plans to buy busses, because they cannot afford to pay the drivers.  The bond funds are also a major concern due to the budget crisis.  Sharon said they are also working on Google Transit, the Mobility Action Plan, and the Comprehensive Plan.
Sharon reviewed two handouts:

1) Recovery Act Transit Capital Fact Sheet, and

2) CALCOG Meeting – May 18, 2009, 2 pm – PTMISEA Fact Sheet

Action Item:

· Anne Geraghty, WALK Sacramento, suggested forming a subcommittee to discuss the critical issue of street crossings.
· Comments on the Recovery Act Transit Capital Fact Sheet are due by tomorrow.
· Chris Ratekin asked the ATLC members to send any of their ideas to Tom Neumann, OCP, to be distributed to the group.

· ________- Cal Act asked Caltrans to speak on crossings.
· _________-Volunteered to attend Marsha’s group and trying to get bus stops in highway design manual.

9. Nine - Open Discussion – All

Lisa Cirill, Department of Public Health, announced the National Physical Activity Plan Conference, which is scheduled for July 1-2, 2009 in Washington, DC. 

http://www.physicalactivityplan.org/conference2009.htm.
Action Item:

10. Next Steps and Closing Remarks
Attachments:
	Item 4
	$1.5 Billion TIGER Discretionary Grants Program Outline of Solicitation and Selection Criteria.

	Item 5
	Complete Streets workshop presented by the LGC and sponsored by the Sacramento Metropolitan Air Quality Management District.
Registration Information: http://www.lgc.org/events/completestreets09.html

	Item 5
	Implementation of Policy: Complete Streets: Integrating the Transportation System Deputy Directive 64-R1, signed October 2, 2008

	Item 6c
	Smart Mobility Framework Workshop Invitation

	Item 8
	Recovery Act Transit Capital Fact Sheet

	Item 8
	CALCOG Meeting – May 18, 2009, 2 pm – PTMISEA Fact Sheet


2009 ATLC Meeting Schedule – 1:00 to 3:30 pm; 1120 N Street, Room 2116, Sacramento, Thursday, August 20; and November 19.
Caltrans Contacts

Tom Neumann – 916-651-6882

Chris Ratekin – 916-653-4615

Terri Bridges – 916-654-3419
DOTP/OCP/ATLC/AGENDA 5/7/09tn 


