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New TACA Members 
By  Lee Provost 

 

 
          he Technical Advisory Committee on Aeronautics (TACA) is the California  
          Transportation Commission (CTC) subcommittee for the Division of Aeronautics.   
The TACA gives technical advice to the CTC on a full range of aviation issues to be con-
sidered by the CTC per Government Code 14506.5.  Members include State and federal 
employees, airport managers, aviation business groups, and other aviation representatives 
within California (CA).  For more information on CTC functions and responsibilities, 
please refer to their website located at: http://www.catc.ca.gov.  Three newly appointed 
TACA members are: 
 
Harry Krug:  Harry was a TACA member for over ten years and has recently re-joined.  
Prior to his retirement in December 2010, Harry served as County Agricultural Commis-
sioner, Sealer of Weights and Measures, Air Pollution Control Officer, Director of Mi-
grant Housing, and Director of Airport Operations for Colusa County, California.  He was 
a charter member and first president of the Association of  Airports from 2000–2002.  
Harry graduated from California State Polytechnic University at Pomona with a Bachelor 
of Science degree in Agricultural Biology in 1974.  His current hobbies are golfing, flying, 
trout fishing, and race car officiating for the National Auto Sport Association. 
  
Mark Bautista:  Mark received a Bachelor of Science degree in Business Administration 
from St. Mary’s College of California and a graduate degree in Public Administration 
from California State University, Stanislaus.  He began his career as a regional land use 
and transportation planner, and during the 1980s served as a City Manager in two Califor-
nia cities.  Since 1989, Mark has been employed in airport management and currently 
serves the Monterey  Peninsula Airport District as Deputy General Manager, supervising 
the Planning and Development Department.  Mark is a member of the Transportation Ad-
visory Committee on Aviation for the California Transportation Commission and was 
recently elected President of the Association of California Airports.  Mark is blessed with 
one daughter and two grandsons. 
  
Jon Stout:  Jon has worked as the Airport Manager for the Charles M. Schulz-Sonoma 
County Airport in Santa Rosa since 2002.  Before that, he was the Airport Manager at 
Grosse Ile Municipal Airport in Michigan from 1993 to 2002.  Jon graduated from the 
University of North Dakota with a Bachelor of Business Administration in Airports degree 
and received a Master of Business Administration degree in 1992 from Northwest Mis-
souri State University.  He is currently a member of the Southwest American Association 
of Airport Executives and was named Airport Executive of the year in 2009.  He is also a 
private pilot.  
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Keep FAA Entitlements Within the State 
By  Lee Provost 

n California, let us minimize the amount of airport non-primary entitlement funds that are projected to ex-
pire.  The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) reported that last fiscal year (FY), several National Plan 

of Integrated Airport Systems (NPIAS) airports left $4.8 million on the table in California, because they didn’t use 
their $150K entitlements for construction projects within the four-year time frame.  If these funds are not used, 
they go back to federal discretionary funds, not back to the airports in California.  Instead of letting this money 
leave the State, it could be “transferred”  to other California NPIAS non-primary airports by using the 
“Agreement for Transfer of Entitlements” per Order 5100-38C of the Airport Improvement Program (AIP) Hand-
book’s Appendix 16, found online at: http://www.faa.gov/airports/aip/aip_handbook/.  (See Form Below) 
 
The new FAA reauthorization legislation (FAA Modernization and Reform Act of 2012) will result in California 
receiving nearly $2.3 million less in State apportionment funds next FY.  This deficit could be offset by airports 
transferring expiring funds they cannot use.  California airports that are not using their non-primary entitlements 
are encouraged to fill out the transfer 
form to keep the money in-State.   
Caltrans, Division of Aeronautics 
(Aeronautics), has a statewide General 
Aviation Needs Assessment semi-
annual report called “GASNA”.  This 
report may help airports find other air-
ports needing capital improvement pro-
jects, such as pavement improvements 
or automated weather system installa-
tions. The GASNA can be found on the 
Aeronautics website under Specialty 
Areas at:  http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/
planning/aeronaut/. 
 
For more information, please contact 
Robin Hunt, Manager, FAA San Fran-
cisco District Office at 
Robin.K.Hunt@faa.gov or 650-827-
7601 or Dave Cushing, Manager, FAA 
Los Angeles Airports District Office at 
Dave.Cushing@faa.gov or 310-725-
3644.  Please also contact Lee Provost, 
Chief, Office of Technical Services and 
Programs, Caltrans, Division of Aero-
nautics at lee_provost@dot.ca.gov or 
916-654-3775.   

For an e-copy of this FAA form click 
on: http://www.faa.gov/airports/aip/
aip_handbook/. 
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FAA  Categorizes GA Airports      
By Kevin Ryan 

 

he Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) released General Aviation Airports: A National Asset, a study 
that addresses how it will develop General Aviation (GA) airports based on their functionality and level of 

service.  The study was conducted “to better capture the diverse functions and the economic contributions GA 
airports make to their communities and the Nation”.  
 
Much like the California Department of Transportation, Division of Aeronautics’ (Division) functional classifi-
cation system of GA airports (Metropolitan, Regional, Community, and Limited Use), the FAA has a new four-
tier GA airport classification system (Fig. 1). The FAA’s new airport category scheme is a more contemporary 
means for the FAA to classify the level of aeronautical services supported by each of the 2,952 National Plan of 
Integrated Airport Systems (NPIAS) GA airports. (Fig.2). In descending order, the new categories are:  National, 
Regional, Local, and Basic.  Each category is based on an airport’s existing number, type of aircraft using the 
facility, and the level and types of activity.  The Division’s expectation is that the FAA Airport Improvement 
Program will soon be restructured using these categories.  The NPIAS for the fiscal years 2013–2017 is  
scheduled for release later this year and will include the new GA airport categories.  According to the FAA, the 
revised NPIAS will provide “a more consistent framework within which to evaluate proposed projects”.  The 
FAA will be working with the Division and airport sponsors “to assess and potentially classify the remaining 497 
California airports, heliports, and seaplane bases” that have not been assigned a category. 
 
Questions about the report should be directed to the FAA’s Headquarters Planning Staff, Planning and Environ-
mental Division.  For contact details, please visit their website: 
http://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/headquarters_offices/arp/offices/app/app400/planning/ 
 
(Continued on Page 4) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
he California Department of Transportation’s Aeronautics Program is funded by the Aeronautics Account 
in the State Transportation Fund.  Revenue for the Aeronautics Account comes from an 18 cents per gal-

lon motor vehicle fuel excise tax on general aviation gasoline and a 2 cents per gallon excise tax on general avia-
tion jet fuel.  This program, which covers three fiscal years (FYs), is consistent with Aeronautics Account Fund 
Estimates and is prepared in accordance with Public Utilities Code sections 21683 and 21706. 
 
The California Aid to Airports Program has three components:  Annual Credit Grant, Airport Improvement Pro-
gram (AIP) Grant, and Acquisition and Development (A&D) Grant.  The Annual Credit Grant program provides 
$10,000 each year to local agencies for eligible airports.  The AIP grant provides approximately 5 percent of the 
local match for federal AIP grant-funded projects.   Projects for A&D are funded only if there are remaining 
funds after annual grants and AIP matching grants have been processed.  All projects in the Aeronautics Program 
are subject to the California Transportation Commission’s (CTC) State Transportation Improvement Program 
Guidelines for Timely Use of Funds policy which requires that a project be allocated in the FY programmed, or 
the project will lapse and be withdrawn from the Aeronautics Program.    
 
(Continued on Page  5 ) 
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Fig.1: GA Air-
port Categories 
(FAA) CA: 
National (9), 
Regional (47), 
Local (69), and 
Basic (19) 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Fig 2:  Types of 
Aeronautical 
Functions  
Serving the  
Public Interest 
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AIP Match Rate Change  
By Jeff Brown 

n May 24, 2012, the California Transportation Commission (CTC) adopted an increase to 5 percent to the 
Airport Improvement Program (AIP) State Matching Grant Rate.  The Division of Aeronautics will now 

match 5 percent of eligible federal AIP grant amounts.     
 
As reported in our previous newsletter, a provision in the “FAA Reauthorization” bill, H.R. 658, also known as 
the FAA Modernization and Reform Act of 2012, included changes in the federal share of AIP grants.  The fed-
eral share for General Aviation and Reliever airports is now 90 percent, and that change became effective imme-
diately upon signing of the FAA Reauthorization bill into law on February 14, 2012.  With the reduction in the  
federal share from 95 percent to 90 percent, the Division of Aeronautics initiated action to increase the State 
match from 2.5 percent to 5 percent of the federal amount.   The increase in the State AIP Match Rate helps to 
offset what would have otherwise been a tripling of the local match required of airport sponsors for these impor-
tant airport grants.   
 
This increase in the match rate of AIP State Matching Grants has been reflected on the “Program Status” and 
other related pages of the “Grants and Loans” tab of the Division of Aeronautics website (http://www.dot.ca.gov/
hq/planning/aeronaut/# ).  Please contact our new Aviation Funding Specialist, Mr. Tony Sordello, if you have 
any questions.  He can be contacted at (916) 654-4718.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued from Page 3) 
 
For A&D projects, the State funds 90 percent of the total project with a required 10 percent local match.  If funds 
are available for A&D, the current annual set-aside ratio is: 30 percent for Airport Land Use Compatibility Plans, 
30 percent for Non-NPIAS (National Plan of Integrated Airport System), and 40 percent for NPIAS airports.   
 
The new 2012 Aeronautics Program covers three Fiscal Years (FYs), 2012–13, 2013–14, 2014–15.  There are 18 
proposed projects totaling $3.1 million. These projects were selected based on the current Capital Improvement 
Plan, using CTC’s approved priority ranking based on safety first, then capacity, and security.  This program was 
adopted during the June 27–28, 2012 CTC meeting.  Be sure to check the Aeronautics website (www.dot.ca.gov/
aeronautics) for grant funding and loan information. 
 
The Aeronautics Program represents a fraction of the overall need of airport capital improvement projects in 
California.  The creation of an adequate dedicated revenue source would allow the State to better address these 
needs.  Projects funded from the Aeronautics Program create jobs as well as improve the safety, capacity, and 
security of general aviation airports statewide. 
 
 

O 
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Sierra Sky Park (Fresno) Airport  
By Carol Glatfelter, Don Haug, and Mike Smith 

 

ill Smilie was the founder and        
developer of Sierra Sky Park Aviation 

subdivision—the first one in the world 
where a pilot could land a plane and taxi off 
the runway to their own driveway and pri-
vate hangar/garage.  The implications of this 
innovation can be fully realized in the fact 
that today, there are approximately 500 such 
developments in the United States. 

Sierra Sky Park is located north of Fresno 
on a bluff overlooking the San Joaquin 
River between Highways 99 and 41.  It was 
established on October 23, 1946, as Amer-
ica’s first aviation community and allowed 
aviation-minded families to experience this 
uniquely planned community with their own 
public-use, privately owned airport.  Since 
the airport was originally intended for aviators returning home from World War II (WWII) in 1946, the streets were all 
named in honor of WWII aviation heroes:  Doolittle, Spaatz, McCampbell, Fallon, Vanergrift, Chennault, and Kelly.    

Sierra Sky Park is a complete residential community planned around a runway designed for small general aviation 
aircraft.  The wide paved streets leading from the runway to the residential area were made possible by amending the 
California Motor Vehicle Code in 1963.  It now authorizes dual use of some public streets in California with local 
government approval.  This was the first such legislation in the United States. 

In accordance with applicable airport design standards, there are designated Runway Safety Areas at both ends of the 
runway.  The residential area has specially-designed low fire hydrants, street signs, and frangible mail boxes all giving 
priority to the airplane.  The entire maintenance of the airport is managed on a voluntary basis.  Pavement repairs, ob-
struction removal, painting, and wildlife control issues are just some of  the services performed by this pride-of-
ownership community.  Mowing alone has been known to save $3,000 a month.  Being a privately owned airport, it 
does not qualify for any funds from the State or federal government.  

The Sierra Sky Park Airport has been featured in over 50 national and international publications and recognized lo-
cally, regionally, and statewide based on Mr. Smilie’s visionary accomplishment.  In 1962, the California Department 
of Transportation, Division of Aeronautics, supported the airport by stating,  “Sierra Sky Park has the complete ap-
proval and endorsement of our State Division of Aeronautics for pioneering a type of development which will be in-
creasingly important to our system of air transportation in the future.”  On a final note, the airport management has 
applied to the State Office Of Historic Preservation to qualify Sierra Sky Park as a historically-significant site. 

B
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he  Caltrans Website has new Maps.  The Office of Airports Maps & Lists web page has been recently updated 
to include our latest public-use airports, military airfields and bases map, as well as the hospital heliports map.   
You can find these by clicking on: http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/planning/aeronaut/documents/MapsLists.pdf 
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Page  9 

Upcoming Events 
 

Southwest Chapter of the American Association of Airport Executives  
July 21–25, 2012 SWAAAE Summer Conference, Santa Rosa, CA 

 Hyatt Vineyard Creek Sonoma County http://www.swaaae.org/ 
 

Association of California Airports Annual Conference 
September 12–14, 2012  Inn by the Lake, South Lake Tahoe, CA 

Registration at www.calairport.com  Contact Mary Hansen at mhansen@syix.com 
 

Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association  
October 10–12, 2012  Palm Springs Convention Center, Palm Springs, CA 

Registration at www.aopa.org/summit   
 
 

 

 
Mailing Address: 

Department of Transportation 
Division of Aeronautics, MS 40 

P.O. Box 942874 
Sacramento, CA 94274-0001 

 
Do you have something noteworthy to suggest for future issues of the 

CalAERO Newsletter? 
Send suggestions to: Diana Owen at Diana_Owen@dot.ca.gov 

Call:  (916) 654-4848 or Fax:  (916) 654-9531 

T ony Sordello is the Division of Aeronautics’ new Aviation Funding Specialist and began work at Caltrans on  
May 29, 2012.  He will be responsible for administering the three airport grant programs and a loan program.  
(For detailed information on these State funded programs, please visit our website at:  
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/planning/aeronaut/documents/SummaryOfPrograms2010.pdf).  Tony came to  
Aeronautics from the California Office of Traffic Safety, where he worked as a Regional Coordinator  
analyzing traffic safety issues and administering traffic safety grants to local city and county government 
agencies and other political subdivisions, in order to correct or improve traffic safety issues.  He was  
responsible for all aspects of grant management including reviewing, developing, and monitoring these grants.   

anaz Javadinejad is the Division of Aeronautics’ new Resource Manager.  She began working at Caltrans in 
the Division of Budgets over a year ago where she worked as a Fund Analyst in the Revenue Forecasting and 
Financial Analysis Branch.  Prior to working in the public sector, Sanaz worked in the real estate industry, 
specializing in both residential and commercial transactions for over three years.  Sanaz has a Bachelor of  
Science degree in Business Administration and Spanish from California State University, Sacramento. 

S 

iana Owen is the new Executive Secretary for the Division of Aeronautics.  She has been working for the State 
for a little over seven years, starting at the Department of Real Estate in Los Angeles.  However, most of her 
experience has been with the Department of Education in Sacramento in a division that monitors schools’ 
compliance to the law for English learners in California.  Diana graduated from Whittier College where she 
received a Bachelor of Arts degree in political science and history.   

D 
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